28                     MARLBOROUGH

Mary told her husband: " I can never either
trust or esteem him." In due course Marlborough
was to reciprocate by stirring up opposition to
William in the Army. But first he showed his
military worth in Flanders and Ireland.

William had come to England, not out of any
altruistic regard for English liberties, but to make
certain of her participation in the coming war
against Louis XIV.    He laboured to build a
Grand Alliance against the French King, who
had declared war on Holland as the Dutch ruler
was on his way to England.   Thus, immediately
after  the   Revolution   of   1688,   England   and
Holland went to war with France.   In the summer
of 1689 Marlborough distinguished himself at
the Battle of Walcourt in Flanders, where he
headed the Household  Cavalry in  a counter-
attack on the French.    Meanwhile, James II,
with French and Irish troops, had been defeated
at the Battle of the Boyne in Ireland, and Marl-
borough, on his own initiative, volunteered to
cap this success by capturing the towns of Cork
and Kinsale in the six weeks which remained of
the campaigning season of 1690.    Co-operating
closely with the Fleet, he accomplished in twenty-
three days what William's Dutch commanders
had failed to do in a year.   But he was found no
further independent employment and his indigna-
tion knew no bounds.  Overpowering and unscru-
pulous ambition henceforward guided his con-
duct   When in the next year William offered
to take him to Flanders as Lieutenant-General,
Marlborough refused to go except as commander
of the English troops, and preferred to stay in